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Swedish school – modern technology for efficient learning
Presentation: 
This programme gives you an insight into the municipality's strategic work within knowledge support in education in the nine-year compulsory school. We learn more about the successful project “Writing to Read” which basically means that you more or less eliminate the pen during the child’s first school year. Present day pupils become computer literate from an early age. We will visit a school where we see how they are working to develop the digital ability of the children and how they use alternative aids to support the learning process.  We also learn more about the LINS concept (Learning, Individual, Trade & Industry, Society) which, among others, works to promote the collaboration between trade & industry and schools. LINS works based on four prioritised areas, which are: technology, science, mathematics and IT.
You will meet a number of key persons behind the venture as well as representatives from Sandviken municipality. Politicians in the municipality have the whole time agreed that together they wish to actively invest in IT as an instrument in the school. The successful concept can be seen as a combination of there always being a political decision behind the investment at the same time as personnel have been committed and new thinking. Today Sandviken has the most IT savvy pupils in Sweden. That is the opinion of researchers who have evaluated multi-million investments in IT as pedagogic aid. Göranssonska school (Sandviken’s Technical Upper Secondary School) is a collaboration between Sandviken municipality and SANDVIK AB (a modern, world class, engineering company). The education was chosen in 2004 and 2006 as the technical education of the year in Sweden.
Target Group:
Politicians, school planners, headmasters, and teachers.

Programme:
Morning day 1
Arrival at Stockholm, Arlanda. Onward travel by train or bus to
Gävle/ Sandviken. Check in and lunch at Högbo Bruks Hotel.  Directly after lunch the municipal commissioner Peter Kärnström will give a presentation, and background facts, about the municipality’s previous IT ventures, Kunskapsstöd i Undervisningen (Knowledge Support in Education), KiU, and the current priority given to LINS from nursery school to adult education.

Afternoon day 1
Visit to the Göranssonska school where management and teachers are ready to welcome you and speak about the education. Göranssonska School is a three-year technical upper secondary school where pupils study an extended, special format industrial programme. The education is a collaboration between Sandviken municipality and SANDVIK AB.
Morning day 2
A visit to Kungsgårdens school, where we are welcomed by special educationalist Mona Wiklander. She speaks more about their work with knowledge support in education. All computers at the nine-year compulsory schools in Sandviken municipality now have speech synthesis. We get to meet a class at the nine-year compulsory school and see how they work in practise. We also learn more about the project “Writing to Read” which has fascinated experts outside of both county and national borders. We also meet Lotta Delin, who since the start in 1994 has been involved and worked for IT at the school. Lotta is now the coordinator for LINS, which she will speak more about.
Afternoon day 2
Visit to Västanby nursery school, which is one of Sandviken’s first profiled nursery school. Headmaster Anette Gottfriedson speaks more about how the work to create profiles in the areas science, technology, mathematics, IT and entrepreneurship. We also get to know more about how the nursery school’s work group collaborates with the technology park Sandbacka Park.
Evening day 2
Train or bus to Arlanda for onward journey by air.

For more information about this programme, please contact Tomas Roslund, 
Resekompani AB
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